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§2701.7

meeting do not constitute actions of
the Commission, nor do they nec-
essarily represent the basis for any
Commission action. Comments made
by a Commissioner or an employee of
the Commission may be advanced for
purposes of discussion or argument, or
as an aside, and may not reflect the
views or ultimate position of that Com-
missioner or employee. Reasons for de-
cisions stated by a Commissioner at an
open meeting may be later changed by
that Commissioner, as may a Commis-
sioner’s vote. For these reasons, per-
sons who choose to act on the basis of
discussions at open meetings do so en-
tirely at their own risk and without
any assurance that the Commission’s
final decisions will be reflective of the
discussions or initial vote.

§2701.7 Expedited closing procedure.

(a) Policy. Although it is the general
policy of the Commission to open to
the public meetings that may be sub-
ject to closure, including meetings con-
cerning adjudication of cases, the Com-
mission may find it necessary in the
public interest to close meetings. The
purpose of this section is to provide an
expedited closing procedure under 5
U.S.C. 552b(d)(4). The Commission has
determined that, inasmuch as the Com-
mission’s responsibilities are almost
entirely adjudicatory, a majority of its
meetings may properly be closed under
5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(10). Although the Com-
mission has to date held few meetings,
those that have been held concerned
the adjudication of cases and could
properly have been closed.

(b) Procedure. A meeting may be
closed if a majority of either the mem-
bers of the Commission or of a panel of
three or more Commissioners votes by
recorded vote at the beginning of such
a meeting to close it to the public. The
record of the vote shall reflect the vote
of each voting member and shall be
made available to the public. A public
announcement of the time, place, and
subject matter of the meeting shall be
made at the earliest practicable time,
except to the extent that such informa-
tion is exempt from disclosure under 5
U.S.C. 552b(c). Section 2701.3 does not
apply to meetings closed under this
section.
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§2702.1 Purpose and scope.

The Federal Mine Safety and Health
Review Commission (Commission) is an
independent agency with authority to
adjudicate contests between the Mine
Safety and Health Administration of
the U.S. Department of Labor and pri-
vate parties, as well as certain disputes
solely between private parties, arising
under the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. 801 et seq.
The purpose of the rules in this part is
to establish procedures for imple-
menting the Freedom of Information
Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended by the
Electronic Freedom of Information Act
Amendments of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-
231, 110 Stat. 3048; to provide guidance
for those seeking to obtain information
from the Commission; and to make all
information subject to disclosure pur-
suant to this subchapter and FOIA, and
not otherwise protected by law, readily
available to the public. Additional
guidance on obtaining information
from the Commission can be found in
the document entitled ‘“‘FOIA Guide,”
which is available upon request from
the Commission and on the Commis-
sion’s Web site (http:/www.fmshrc.gov).
These rules apply only to records or in-
formation of the Commission or in the
Commission’s custody. This part does
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